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STUDENTS DEMAND THAT SAN FRANCISCO STATE UNIVERSITY (SFSU)
STOP ANTI-PALESTINIAN HOSTILITY AND IMMEDIATELY REINSTATE
PROFESSOR RABAB ABDULHADI'S COURSES

***FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE***

San Francisco, California, August 21, 2023 —

SSan Francisco State University (SFSU) is once again escalating its harassment of Dr. Rabab Abdulhadi, Director and
Senior Scholar of Arab and Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas (AMED) Studies, and intensifying its efforts to dismantle the
AMED Studies program and its independence as it was envisioned when it was founded in 2007. Without cause,
justification or explanation, and mere days before the start of the fall semester, SFSU refused to list Dr. Abdulhadi’s course
titled “Palestine: An Ethnic Studies Perspective”. To make matters worse, the university has assigned Dr. Abdulhadi's other
signature course "Colonialism, Imperialism, and Resistance" to another faculty member, despite their joint opposition and
rejection, to drive a wedge between them and harass Dr. Abdulhadi just as she returns from her sabbatical.

These developments are not isolated or random incidents. They follow years of SFSU’s systematic and unjustifiable
harassment of Dr. Abdulhadi and sadly confirm the university’s increasing pro-Israel bias and complicity with Zionist
organizations that have long sought to silence Palestinian voices and criminalize teaching Palestine curriculum on
campuses nationwide. Just last year, President Lynn Mahoney issued a string_of vetoes against faculty hearing_panels that
ruled in favor of Dr. Abdulhadi and academic freedom. These panels found that SESU violated the academic freedom of
both Dr. Abdulhadi and Dr. Kinukawa, citing collusion with pro-Israel groups, such as the Lawfare Project, to suppress
classroom discussions on Palestine, gender, justice, and resistance. A third Faculty Hearing_Panel affirmed that SFSU had
breached Dr. Abdulhadi's job contract, which committed to the establishment of AMED Studies as an independent
department with three tenure-track faculty members. Instead of building the program as per the 2006 contractual
agreement, SFSU has increasingly escalated the hostile work and anti-Palestinian environment for Dr. Abdulhadi, her
colleagues, and the AMED Studies program and its students.

In response to SFSU’s new attack on academic freedom and its blatant display of anti-Palestinian racism, students,
academics and organizers are calling for the immediate reinstatement of Professor Abdulhadi's fall courses “Palestine:
Ethnic Studies Perspective” and “Colonialism, Imperialism and Resistance”, as well as the safeguarding of the Arab and
Muslim Ethnicities and Diasporas (AMED) Program's independence. A petition was launched by the Supporters of AMED
Studies on Saturday, August 19th, and has already been signed by over 500 individuals and organizations.

This urgent call for action highlights the refusal of AMED broad based communities to allow San Francisco State
University’s systematic anti-Palestinian policies to go unchecked.

On Monday, calls and emails to support the restoration of Professor Abdulhadi's courses and stop the Islamophobic, anti-
Arab and anti-Palestinian animus will be directed at the following SFSU officials who have the power to reverse the
university’s hostile actions and do the right thing:

- President Lynn Mahoney: president@sfsu.edu , + 1 (415) 338-1381

- Provost Amy Sueyoshi: sueyoshi@sfsu.edu , +1 (415) 338-2572

- Dean of Faculty Carleen Mandolfo: mandolfo@sfsu.edu, +1 (415) 338-2205

- Dean of College of Ethnic Studies Grace Yoo: gracey@sfsu.edu , + 1 (415) 338-2703

AMED is an intellectual home for scholarship and analysis on pertinent issues affecting Arab and Muslim communities.
Through engaging with the larger community, activists and scholars committed to critical and decolonizing work in the field,
and through its focus on documentation, analysis, and pedagogical praxis, AMED stands as a cutting-edge program and an
urgent scholarly intellectual project for activists, students, and scholars around the world.

HHH



https://mondoweiss.net/2023/01/pro-israel-groups-are-using-identity-based-protections-on-campus-to-ban-criticism-of-israel/
https://mondoweiss.net/2022/05/sfsu-president-lynn-mahoney-overrules-faculty-ruling-for-a-third-time-and-upholds-the-silencing-of-palestine/
https://mondoweiss.net/tag/san-francisco-state-university/
https://mondoweiss.net/2022/02/a-victory-professor-rabab-abdulhadi-wins-second-grievance-at-sfsu/
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/demand-an-end-to-sfsus-aggression-and-hostility-towards-amed-studies
mailto:president@sfsu.edu
mailto:sueyoshi@sfsu.edu
mailto:mandolfo@sfsu.edu
mailto:gracey@sfsu.edu
mailto:amedstudies@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064100371121
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064100371121
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064100371121
https://www.instagram.com/amedstudies/
https://www.instagram.com/amedstudies/
https://www.instagram.com/amedstudies/
https://twitter.com/amedstudies?lang=en
https://twitter.com/amedstudies?lang=en
https://twitter.com/amedstudies?lang=en
https://twitter.com/amedstudies?lang=en
https://linktr.ee/amedstudies
https://linktr.ee/amedstudies

amedstudies@gmail.com
Facebook: AMED Studies
Instagram: @amedstudies

. . E'"‘lNlc
Twitter: @Amedstudies 2o Tt
. . ‘54.:"’.4._75!1‘-3‘);9\’
hteps://linktr.ee/amedstudies micitias =%

o Galuallg el Gldlall Glwljal a8l aalipll eldanig dailwl g dulk
“6aaall danall wdgy gluwpuilyd Jlw dy3g d=aly Jgdlay (AMED) paall
lJga galall ae qlyy 6)gifall Alslwa @lifiwlg itdawlal daleall

2023 judal] T 21 Loy 52 dlS ¢ sSanmmal b ol

S Sl SV ol 5 e sl Ll L sl 8l s3lall s QU 555 0oy Llilian Sl 3 ol LY Dl sbos Gl B
LS5 ool ae by s ey A L3y oSy ad i oy &l ol bl pagd b2 sl @Sy ((AMED) gl 5 Lol Zop
3 Gl gl b5 dliolll s iy S S sl e sus 2007 sle b el 5 b 23 s ey dimolind] R SEE OO P
Y lolassl e 3l ae O, 5 dtees 130 Bl cotdl Znsbodl of (i, ! o5 Lass mu,al sl shie s ol ia ool ae L,
ol e Wl olaaly s b LSV Dol oy lony G3ln B 55l Lo Lo Yoty gy 3T 13bd lS's "y il el slersa I o piny
Wsle] oo Wi Lsd ol ae Ol o dilaany Ly o] G Legadys Al daslodl oLLA 21 3y ol ae OL, L3 axolae o
s SN

> 32 5,58 Sl 3 gl L5 Dasle s A Tl Slalnll o e oY Wil and Lpiany o D S L e o 5kl
ol ol A 558 e e A L] il o Lt 55 Sl ) el ey daslad] Sloul eots Wb i (ool e L,
o) i ) @yl A ard] s Jlid] e e ol 2ol s Bl LY 5 el oY1 S el ol )5 25 il
L sl e sl e YT (5 (A ] o slasl (o B ol S (padll) el | 11 o ks s oWl ol Y5 (50l
w51 o dampSY Sl ol ae Ol s @lad gl Lhl3 Sl ol s epasl 185 BB L5 Laalad 505] o s HbY) o
Ol ol g daalondl 3,05] 515 J] 8 i 0S50 2 5 @l e Oy o e YU SV Sl ) Sl ol LY dasle Il e
ot oS s doylially Dy oozl g ils ancls o byl gl 5 ol LI 5 gl Sl s ) sy i) Sl el
B pme o ol ol iad 6 Y1 Sglaml Al 5 koY1 W ol il el pudly Sk AU Sl gy &y pmial] Sl 355 oyl
Troly ol eyl dtn sliacl o 280 dyerSos Lind ST, . alios Loyl o) Dyl ST Lolas & il uzall WY sl 5L e o] Ll
(AMED) gl 5 alally dupall ool bl oSV ol l sLishy g | oolall s Oy 5 b s 23 5 8 Sl S 5l Y5
2 Lo IS Sl st 315 cpaandd) sliall s dyncaty Knlnd 515] canls s (gl ] oy on Yy - 5 it on palls szl Yy T s 5 515

435 (AMED) Zabeualls &)l @l @l abiis Wdhass 3Ll s ol 5,585l Slusgaals, (vl

sl e Tel o b5 Sy Y lphas W3l I Blol iolals Lmabins plendd) 7 pmiall Wi G 81 ol ol ao Saclamdl dangll e e s,
el g B Sl Sl gl S o 3 elaidlls a8 QW o ds o plid L Lyls Yl Aaalod] @)y sl 2] o S g@w
el Slaxna VI 5 "Ll byl skt pekeds” sl ae Ol 5,80 bl (o0 Bale] ) T8 sl 3 ol LY dasle e I
b oo s syl A5 sl ia s (AMED) jzgell b bl ol oLl Ll QM@I b il Bl oo Yoas "ol

i e s JYs dadises 3,5 500 i bo Lo w33l 3 ] 19 ! p52 (AMED) gl (55

e el dalall 5l s Lhes (AMED) gl b abaalls gl lndl sl ,) s8I guols ] a5 laally ol ey o S s
(AMED aecalls &y ol bl olalys b s e g3l e oy 5 0 sSaadl b L0 dimolr Lty 5 3 gl eluial] et d Il iyl 23,
adlcally ol Lty sl B sall 530 6 Jsnally LUy 31, 093 ool i) ladisadl gon Wbl < ubadd Ao 555 1 ol 1 galil

S il o 22 sl LYY Tzl 2l e ey 5,555 SlBlos S o) i SIY) g ) s el dz o 1055
:sodl CL@.U]} Aol Lwaadly L3514l JLo.c]JI 04 e C"’"“U |,aJ| &y U o pxiey ol ‘Qﬁ}Lo.ul W sSisl b gl LY Lasl> g_sjﬁ)*“"
president@sfsu.edu « + 1 (415) 338-1381 : gsle o g )l -

sueyoshi@sfsu.edu « +1 (415) 338-2572 1 & s pu ool Aol Sapes -

mandolfo@sfsu.edu « +1 (415) 338-2205 : i)yl 5,8 LSl Sias -

gracey@sfsu.edu « + 1 (415) 338-2703 : 5w & o)l Ol )l LS Suese -

DIV s abal] 5 g pall lnanally il Gatll o o Yodonally Sl s Ll l) G55 ol mgall 3 dabcalls i all 0ol @l olig i

Y5 oo el anl sVl elgils Daall £ pads I Sasialls il 5 ,nl 2l razgad] clinlls Getnls eladally elatadl s 02l sV ozl o

oWl Y Sy LSl bl da3) g s kel gl sk I (AMED) el 2 sty Lo shodl &g sl s ool Lmgins Jodomlls 35530) a5
il Sl slys wgilasions Lodss wgil ypbals oVl o)



mailto:amedstudies@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064100371121
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064100371121
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064100371121
https://www.instagram.com/amedstudies/
https://www.instagram.com/amedstudies/
https://www.instagram.com/amedstudies/
https://twitter.com/amedstudies?lang=en
https://twitter.com/amedstudies?lang=en
https://twitter.com/amedstudies?lang=en
https://twitter.com/amedstudies?lang=en
https://linktr.ee/amedstudies
https://linktr.ee/amedstudies
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/demand-an-end-to-sfsus-aggression-and-hostility-towards-amed-studies
mailto:president@sfsu.edu
mailto:sueyoshi@sfsu.edu
mailto:mandolfo@sfsu.edu
mailto:gracey@sfsu.edu

